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HOUSTON VOCATIONS: A LOOK INTO THE PRIESTHOOD

Seminary is broken up into four stages: propaedeutic,
discipleship, configuration, and vocational synthesis. The
stage lasts about one year. The term ;
comes from a Greek word meaning “before studies”. £
Typically, a young man works at a parish while in this
stage. The stage can last between 2-4
years. By the end of this stage, those who are sure of their
calling from God to be a priest receive the installation as a
candidate for Holy Orders. The stage is
about 3.5-4.5 years long. The focus of this stage is to live
out their vocation to holiness during the last few years of
seminary. At the end of this stage, seminarians graduate
from seminary and are ordained transitional deacons. The
last 6 months of formation is called the
These men serve as deacons in
parishes transitioning from seminary life to full-time
ministry in the diocese.
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The Importance of Parental Reverence

“In 1959, in Houston, they had 100 seminarians (men studying to
be priests). That's the most we've had since then even though the
population of Catholics has increased by almost 500%. We now
have 46 seminarians and 1.7 million Catholics.

There is no Eucharist without priests, so if you care at all about
having the Eucharist in the future, something needs to change. |
think the solution might be simpler than we think. | asked my dad
once what he thought was the best thing parents could do to
encourage vocations. He said parents should receive communion
with reverence. He's right. If we receive communion like it's just a
piece of bread, why would a young man give up his life for that?
Why give up everything and be celibate for a piece of bread? But, if
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Pictured above is the Ramirez family including Fr. Jacob

we receive the Eucharist with the reverence it deserves, as the  Ramirez, Fr. Nicholas Ramirez, and Bishop Oscar Cantu,
their Uncle, at Fr. Jacob’s ordination in 2022.

True Body of Jesus, then a young man will see that too. | would
especially challenge fathers. You will have the greatest spiritual EEIRRTENTolR e fo (=BT RO AR I EEET0 2
influence on your children. Your sons need to see that the ERISEReIe:ule RNl Rl R CRiTEE IR
Eucharist is the most important thing in your life based on your BRORGERVIoRETIRGEIRICRVEo]NeI N6}
example. Your sons need to know that the Eucharist will be worth ERSEUCISEERGERISeellelifleliREVele=1ol (o]

giving their life for.” the flowering of priestly and religious
o o , vocations.”
-Fr. David Michael Moses, parochial vicar at Christ the Good Shepherd _Pope Benedict XV

Sister Catherine Thomas, a
Dominican Sister of Mary, Mother
of the Eucharist from St. Vincent
de Paul Catholic Church, and her

mom, Ann Timpe-Brennan

Information on Events for +)
Highschoolers and Young Adults N

www.houstonvocations.com




